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New (Garden
Hazards Met

by Molly Manin

e anthor fives an an impaved road
e pinreleny very, very close fo mainre.

1 don't have the statistics 10 eon-
firm it, i bear sigihtings seem 10 be on
the upturn here o southern Vermiont
I'v& heard stores of bears chmbing fred-
lises 1o second story windows, checking
gt dinner an an outdoors grifl and, of
course, knocking down bird feeders
While they re not kiiown 10 be aggres-
sive around people, their Incréasmg
numbers znd shrnking habsiat are o
CONCETn

Cur perticular bear was  rather
small, probably a vearhng. ail black with
the charsctersne brown muzzle. s ar-
rival one Freday evening 0 BUImimeET
around T30 pom was snnounced by
vur Weish spoinger spamel’s frenmed
barking, The bear was unfized by the
nexize gnd methodically made 115 way to
the closest bird fesder; After sampling
the seed, 1t iowered the support pole 10
the ground, sat down with the feeder in
its lap and, with infense concentration,
consumed the contents,

The next morning sround 630 a.m
the besr came back and destroved two
miore bird fesders O was 3 cvlinder
modes, which 1t pulled to the ground
and held like = botie in both paws,
licking and sharping until it was empty

We didn't resurrect the feeders as |
intended to forgo hird feeding for o
whike, but the chatter of protest from
the grosbenks, woodpeckers, fnches
nnd other regulars was too much to
ignore [ threw a small amount of seed
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out on the drivewsy juslt (o mamtain
pood will with these feathered regulars

Smurday evemng the bear refurned,
inspected the propeny, knocked owver
twer empty  bluehird houses, shinmed
part wey up 8 free Lo Inspect an empty
wren house gnd finally noticed the seed
inn the driveway. For lnck of betier fare,
it delicately licked vp the seed from
bath sides of the road, then lumbered
off imo the wonds,

A fimnd izt the followang morming
was the most inimate of all. The bear
watked 8 tight crcle around our house
and even came up on the deck. Finding
the larder completely empty this tme, if
saumtered off #nd hasn't—so fr—re-
turned

Legangs 0 be leamad are that sume-

The bear walked a tight
circle around our house
and even came up
on the deck.

mer hird feeding may . attract more
wildlife than vou want Also, nesther the
barking of 3 house-bound dog nor the
bangng of paots and prns are pmm:timu
ppminsl 4 hungry bear. Finally, abwavs
have film in wour camera.

Northesstem bipck bears don't seem
to have a raste for heather when there's
“Fiver's Chalce™ on the menn. The bear
hasn’t been seen singe, and there's no
evidence except for the mangled bord
feeders that it was ever here. By winter
Il have stopped expecting another
vigit, bui for now my gardening = still
affected by any rustling in the under-
brssh. %=
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Lessons
From the
Wild
Heathers

The final event on
Lalurday was a slide pre-
sentation by Donald
Mackay on what might be
learned about growing
heathers in the garden
from_observing thair be-
havior in the wild. The
presentation was in three
parts. First was a descrip-
tion of the varied ecolog-
ical niches occupied by
Phyliodoce and Lassiope,
the mownlain and moss
heathers of the Pacific
Morthwest in their native
haunts. Second was an
account of tive many -
cas that make their home
i Conrnemara in wesiem
frelend; and third was a
journey through the
highlands of Scotland to
see how healhers cope
with such factors as
sheep grazing, heather
purming and peat cutting,
The wild heathers hare
surive the efiect of sea,
sand and sall spray,
competition with mvading
Rvododendron ponticum
and the ertreime weatheq
factors encountersd o
these hills not so distan
fraam the Arclic Cicle

The ahbility of wild
heathers to co-exist wil
ang take advaniage o
other vegelaton was
contrasted with our
weed-free gardening
ethic, and the possible
profective effects of non-
heather vegetation noled

1998 Conference
Highlights

by Judy Dovle

The annual conferénce. convensd
September 12 in Stockbndge, MA@
Berkshire Botanical GCarden Busines:
before pheasure was polished off early
with unamimous epproval of the byiaws
revision fposted in the Julv newsletter)
gnd election of officers, listed on pp 4-3
ol this issue

Yice president Molly Mamin stood in
for the new presdent, Dick Loomis
wha 15 recovenng from AN emergeney

i

afd Joves Derebouy m Berkshire Botnnessal Gatlen

1 oo mghi. hbalby Marmn Cince snd Harmye Bosioen

sppendectamy, She asked members i
syrbrmat shides of therr heather gardemns
Slide Library Commottes &hiofmiah
Moy Bowen, who is puiting fogethes

& northeast-specific shide show and
seripl for the new Speakers’ Bureau
Blides will be dophcated at WEHS £x-
pense and returned 1o the owner unless
otherwse specified. she sad

She also calied for the formation of
three new commiriess for membershup,
volunteesr coordmation and communs-
cations/public relations in the new' bus-
thess year

Aotowr of the BEG grounds, home
of an sess beath snd heather border
snce 1993, preceded funch &t the Red
Liom Inn o downtown Steckbndge

Crarden tours to-four private prog-

JL G O DT Tl

: |

he henth border ol FEBO greets Sanitors will & splesh of oolor 8l e Zaren entance. an | prveens the lindcli- |

4l by NEHS membe




The Heather Detective:

Brita Elisabeth

by Brita Johanssson

Calfusa  vulgarss  ‘Brita  Elfsabeih
Height 40 cm ' (167) Spread 60 om (247)
Double deep heliotrape flowers, Aug-
Sept, with dark green foliage. Broad
bty Foumd on Torre Moss, W Sweden
by Brita Joharsson, after whom it iy
supmed,  (Hamdy Guide to Heathers,
[998)

If you like o read about plants
narned afier & person. | could tefl you the
story of Callunz "Brite Elissbeth®, for |
am that person

The plant was found in 1981 on the
bog where we have also collécted Erca
seiralix “Swedish Yellow®, Empetrim
migrum ‘Tore' and many other oddities
It % an sres where they are digding out
pent for gardens. On the cleaned pans of
the bog there come up milliong® of
heather seedlings, and the chance to find
spmething umusual s much greater than
it an established population

Wy hushand used to take long walks
on the bog and brought me big bunches
of fiowering Calluna, The flowers in this
ares have more blue ¢olor than what is
usual in England and even in other
Swedssh plieces

The first time | could walk on the
bog (my hip joint, you know) together
with my hushand, my steps were stopped
after 5 hundred meters or so by
something af the side of the track. A
dooble-Aowered plamt—ies, il was! It
wis plensing of eourse, but | weas mit
especially excited because | didn’t know
then hiow rare such o thing 13

At that time I didn't know mech
shout  henthet propagation | took
cuttings hut of course they didn’t root
The plant was &t least five veass old,
probably more, which can have made
roobng difficuls. We foand the plant
again the vear after end ook new
cuttmgs—which didn't roat

e

In 1983 there were only a couple of

branches alive and -again we ook -

cuttings. It is possible that the plant had
realized now that it was time to set its
house in order, or maybe 1 had acguired
& little more skill, Anyway, the cuttings
rooted. In the summer of 1984 1 had
seven tiny plants. Two of them went (o
heather friends. The remaming five
spent the winter in pots put on the
ground in shelter from the wind close to
0 stack of wood. Meadless 1o say that 1
would never treat a plant thal way
today

When the impatiently awaited spring
sun melted the =now, it revealed five
pots from which stuck up a shon gem
with sorme bare twigs. The woodpile
had been o winter home for a family of
voles who had found the neamess 1o the
larder most convenient 1 praised my
sense 10 have given away the two plants
until 1 learned thai they both had
perished, though for other reasons.

I was on the way 1o let the plants po
of the compost heap, but turmned 4 pol
upside down and couldn’t see any
damage t0 the roots The pots were left
where they stood, and 1n July new
growth appeared. By the end of the
autumn the plants were not too bad We
found for the last vime the mother plam.,
and agein took cuttings Propagation
wis o lonzer & problem

We sought after the mother plani
pach time we were on the bop bt
pouldn't find it, so we assumead it had
been destroved by the big machines
used for peat digging. But

In 1902 Anne and David Small were
in Sweden and we walked on the bog
topether. David suddenly stopped and
said, "Here 1% o double plam®™ Tt was the
right place and the plant was identical 1o
the now named ‘Bt Elisabeth’ It was
eteht vents after we had seen it for the
Iast tme. We sall don't know hiow this
wiss posgible

Karla Lartz offers this caltivar for
snbe by mail order from her nursery,
Henihs & Heathers, 502 E Haskell
Hill Rd.. Shelton, WA 98584-8425

Jenanmurd frow puge

in aiding the gemmination
and growth of heather
seedlings.

With such a wide range
of infiuences in play, i
would be foolhardy to
say the lessons are obvi-
ous and immediately ap-
plicable to the garden. i
nothing else, there are
plenty of observations
that can be made fo fuel
informed speculation on
how best to grow and
maintain a heather gar-

| den, as well as to inspire
| the creation of rew gar-
| den displays the emu-

late, at feast in part, the

| grand designs of nature.

Slides showing close-ups
of the wild heathers
found on the Connemara
bogs were Graciousiy
provided by Ken Huichins
of Corvallis, OR.

What's New?

# splendid heativer pruning
texcd, Sturdy and reasonabiy
priced at 322,50 & the
Hedge and Topiary
Shears offered by Lee Val-
ley Tooks, Lid, of 14 East

| Fiver 5t., Oigaensburg, NY

13669, Phane 1-B00-267-
B735.
Christmas is nght around

| the comer, so you maght
| want to leave this page

open for Santa Caus to

| readd, =
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From the president by Dick Loomis

Az | write this we are having o glorous early September dsy. The lzte season
flowers are in bloom, while most of the perennials look a little tired. The heather bed is
the same a3 usual—neat and tdy, always imeresting—with the seasonal change in
bloom and foliage Our heather bed is in the front yard and easily visible from the street.
These marvelous little plants #ttract many visitors and neighbors who drive by 1o sec
them Maybe T should put up & WS membership application box. We hive directed
many of these visitors to our local heather nursenes

1 would fike to take this opporiunity to thank Orlan Geedden for his Teadership these
pust two vears: There has been terrific response from the membership and there are
many new péople involved in the business of the socety, a very positive sign. We now
have & full slate of officers and board members, & Program Committes, Speakers’
Bureau and we ore expanding the wens Membership Network. The new progriam
comrmittee is busy planning 2 series of events for next year, particularly the joimt meeting
in Maine next September. Come on out and join us for one of our meetings, increase
your knowledge sbout our favorite planis, and have some fun, It &5 going 10 be an
exciting vear Heather Notes has a new format, but remember this is your publication
gnd it is no better than the anmicles you provide for it 5o, take the vme 10 wrile

something shoul your experience with our favorite plants. Thank vou, Orlan, snd we |

expect 0 see v in the fifure

[t iz time- for all our members fo constder making & contribahaon (o our nonbeast- |
specific heath &nd heather shide collection. We have pvailable to us some very fine slides |
touse for local presentations, but they are of UK and west coast gardens. We have been |

given o collection of shides that will form the nueleus of our own program, but we need
many mone, particularty from all over our region, You will be hearing more sbout this
later, bust why wait—eo out and take some slides. Be sure to make notes about the plant
or garden scene for 4 commentary to sccompany the slide. Also include some shots af
the heathers with companion plants. Let's show the rest of the gardening community
how marvelous these plunts are for our region. 1 have seen heaths and heathers growing
all over the east coast, not ohly in the northern regions. There s some very nice Erica
cormen ‘Springweod Pink' gt the Louis Gener Memorial Garden just north of
Richmond, VA That's s super place for vou snowbirds to rest and have some lunch on
wous way nomhoor south just off Intersiae 55,

In the mirgins of this page you will see Hsted the names of the new afficers wnd
board members—weloome aboard! &

Letter to the editor

Diear Editer,

Thank vou for the latest Hesther
Nobes A comment on Mark Starmett’s
anticle
“If you nsk for Erica vagans ‘Alba’ you
will get the exact same plant.” That you
will niot! There are numerous seedlings
and selections  of  white-fiowered
Comish Heath. Al comw under 7, sl
There is no one such plant that has been
fixed as 'Afbw', so whal pursenes sell
undeér that cultivar mame will vary

Yours sinceraly,

Cipvid MeClintock
Feni, Engbard

. Starver replies-

I oebvicusiv chose the wrong
eample to use 0 this mstance. 1T @
planl is written 48 a cultivar—indicated
bv single quotes——then 11 should be the
saive wherever you o, Unfortunately |
had no idea thad the gultivar {E. vagans
'ATha™ shoold setunlly. be wnitten as 2
Torm (E. vagans [ alba), a5 1 have -only

il gt o pape 51




The Plant Doctor by Donald Mackay

Ldear Dochor,

! ve valumieered for the Ns speakers ' birean, bl 1 don't want to sousd ke an
idicl with my promunciation af heather nanmes, Beyvend ERIC-ah and eah-LOON-ah,
1 m o very shaky grownd speaking the Erica specific epithets and some of the culttvar
nenmes. Would vour belp me ont with the following lisr?  MB.R., Massachusents

Drear MBR,

No one knows for sure how Latin was pronounced, and rest assured there are no
ancient Romans around o cormect vou. You can pronounce plamt mames the way that
best convevs the spelling to your andience

Under the rules of Classical Latin, Callure wiadprris 18 kal-logn-ah wool-gar-is and
Friga ciperea i3 av-roe-ka kee-pev-rev-ah. However, s well a8 the Classical Latin
tought in schools, there is also Church, Continental, Trafian end Botanical Latin with
their own promunciation schemés. Adding it all up, the following pronunciations can be
suggested for bashful or insecure speakers
spiculifidia spee-CO0-lee-FOH-lec-ah erigena  ay-ree-GA Y -ngh
vagans Y AH-gans (WAH-gans if you went 10 Eton) cinerea kee-NAY-ray-oh
tetrafix  TET-ra-lix (not tet-Ra-fix) daboecia dah-BEEK-ec-ah
carmes  kar-MAY-gph and watzarm, williamsi - say the mame, plus eg-ge.

With cultivers we must take heed of the circumstances and often the mtfionality of
the neme. Thus
Alparii Alpon plus ce-ge {surnmme)
Myretoam MIRE-town (Scottish) Sony SOH-ay  {Soottish)

Beoley PEE-|les (Englizh) Kerstin CHER {as in churchi-stin (Swedish)
Kinlochree! FIM-loch-ROC-ul (Scottish, with the German ch gound )

Botanic Latin ts becoming more Anghcized as Enghsh becomes the Mgt fravea of
scientific commumcations: So within reason you can use English sounds for words vou
don't know. and English pronunciations of Latin names commenly taker into English,
ep si-MEER-pe-ah for cinerea Otherwise, my advice is to pronounce each syilable
separtely, o remember each vowel has iis own syllable, and, especially, not o nun
constnants into the wrong svilable by the use of explosive siress.

You may be under explosive stresses when vou speak but it chollenged you can
always reply, “That's what | bearned st Eton “- or at Heidelbyerg, in the Vatican, et <

Cupren koo-PRAY-ah {classie Latin)

A sl Frowy g £
seen the plnnt listed a5 p culivar 1 thas
i-the case, then the nursery trade that
catalogs and ‘sells these plams should
update therr records i be more
aceurate, and propagators should start
making selections of this form and sian
neming them as culfivars, 1€ B vagans
I aiba 'Belection #1°

| appreciate the fact that Th
MoClintock read the article and spent
the time and efforr i respanding
Althoueh [ am not & plant taxononiiz by
profession, 1 have baslc working
knorwiedize of taxonomy bl rerely got

into specihes g D MoClhntock bas. |
wrote the article a8 peneral information
suitable.  for  readers oF Henther
Motes. ool A5 & leExooomic testze of
heath and heather Obwviolsly, | made an
error 10 my estimation of the resdersbup,
and 'm piad you brought thi=s to my
aftention! £

Letters t the editor are alwavs
welcome, as are guestions to The Plani
Doctor.  Flease  send  gueries—
linguistic, cultural or medical— e/o the
giitor at least one month pror to

publication desdlines.

Directors

Harry Hoewen
30 Chase Road
Falmouth, bAa, U25a0
(408 SAH-3H 12

tx} Hickory Hifl Circle
Chaerville, Ma 02655
{508) £28-1562

Jucky Dienvilei
&S hlaymird Rosd
Hroaklm. CT (G234
(e T4 250
oy e et ne|

Tody Wiksten, edibor
¥ Twspoquim Siree!
Msddleborn, bA& (T346-3337
(308 BET-T MR
s T T S

Adl aishmizeions t Heathes
Kol wil] be ponsrdened fin
pubdscniom, and muay bo odijed
tor clerty and lenglh
Fleirse incinde voor neme: mnil
pihisne munher so b you dan
bt ecrimeeted in Ehe svent 1hat
e i Mmoo ediioninl
chlegs: Mo IMGsEATY

[amilinga for dsch s



A Garden
Gate Swings

Open
...Briefly

Morth Hill, the southem Yer

| mont garden of kot Eck and

Wayna Winterrowd, horticul-
turisis, garden designers
and authors, will be open
briefyy to the public in 1999,
The book, A Year al North
Hill, describes how they
succeeded in bringing this
garden lo maturity despite
the dawniing challenges of
Vermont's rocky topographny
and sub-zern winter iemper
atura,

The intensely cultivated gar-
den of seven adres was
started in 15977, Indrddual
oofiections include heather
and dwarf coniers, bam.
boos, antique reses, fybnd
magnobias and an extensive
rock and bog garden. [Whide
Flower Farm ofters & strali
of pnmmses developed at
Morth Hill snd feslures &
picture of them in iis cata-
log |

The garden will be open
next year from % am o 3
pm. on Wednesday, lune
30: Salurday, Mily 31, and
Tuesday, Aug. 31 Amyons
in the wcinity of the

| Massachusetts-Vermaoni

border mierested in soeing

| this wnusisal garden shoulkd

send a request for tickets
(imited o tws) specifying
their first and second choice
of dates, with & stamped

Morth Hill, Brattiehors Area

| AIDS Project. PO Box 1486,

Brattieborn, WT 05302,

Requests are accepted after
kanvuary 1; tickets and direc-

tions are madled i Apnil, <

More Companions
for Early Spring

by Joyes Descloux

The awihor described her favarite
comparnon shewby and bulbs i the
summer isare of Heather Notes, oiwd
o offers her choices of perenrriods
Hhal cerr Best complement an eardy

Erica display,

Mow some early flowening
perenntals, They range in height from
the 18-inch hellebores 1o & diminutive
stemless apncot violet Al were oui

1 gaze down on them in
dishelief as they bloom,
along with the ericas,
unfazed by cold in the

teens and late snowstorms.

before April firse [ have had them ali
for wears, so can vouch for thear
hardiness and dependable bloom

Firsi and ghsolutely foremost are
ihe Helleborny  orfenialis  bybnds
Lenten rosed open in mid-March here
Wy first, purchused tn 1979, bad many-
fingered evergreen leaves and was
lended with veflowish pmk rmmed
flowers (actually they are bracts) which
lasted for weéeks: This vear it had 50
stadkis and & ginth of three fest 1 have
since added purple and pink shades
which echio those of the ericas All seed
ihemselves, around. They like heawy,
oenal #oml and grow in shade nght
below the picture wandow where T can
gaze down on them in disbelref s they
blooi, along with the encas across the
driveway, unfaeed by eold in the teens
and late sperestorme:

Mest inopize is- Trilliem sessile.
common (oadsiade, &0 named for the
motiled pattern of its bluish leaves, and
ala, 1 guess, becavse tonds like to sitn

ity shade A handsome and unusual
plant  with  thrée-petaled maroon
flowers sittmg stop a ruff of three large
leaves, T also have a lemon flowered
version, I foiva, Both have made large
clumps afier 10 yvears. First-rate, much
undervalued plants for part shade.

Epimediums, barmenwaor, are mach
i vopue nghl now, with many new
ones being discovered in Tibet and
China, They are hardy, dainty
groundcovers for part shade. The firse
to blopm  here 35 the  hybnd
‘Sulphurenm’ which sends wp 10-inch
pamcles of yellow forets through its
obd foliage which is evergreen m milder
chimates, bui has turned a soft coppery
shade in mv garden. mice wath the
blooms which resemble clouds of
miniature daffodils, Pink and white
sorts soon fodlow,

Pulmenarias, lungwont, e
invalunble for eardy pink and blue
bBloom. There are hybrids and coliorvars
with fancy lesves and fancy prices. b
vou can't go wrong with the old-
fashioned commoen kinds They start
out as small plants blooming close 1o
the ground, but as the weather warms
they grow larger. Long=blocmng

Blue-eved Mary, Chnphalodes
verrid, has small incredibly bnght blue
Aowers on six-inch stems. A patch of
blaee sky come down to earth

Grecn-znd-gold k5 the common
name &5 well as an apt description of an
Eastem Armerican wildflower,
Chrysoponum  virginumum,  with
blgssoms like httle sunflowers on four-
imch stemis nesthed i a8 packet of shny
leaves Giosnd under decuduoiy shribs
CROEs T i SUmener

My last perennizl is 3 oy evergresn
violet that has made itsell ar home at
the baze of the wall along the drive
Deficate apricot flowers appear i
Mareh, 1t"s neat and tidy, spresdmg,
but not nvasive. Wish [ knew ifs name

Remember that most eatdy sprmg
bloomers prefer to be moved and
planted 1 early autumn. Summer 13 the
time to think end plon, and now 1= the
Phre [0 dc]




1 kel frowe paee 3
erties in the Stockbridee area were the
redl highlight of the day

Gail Shaw Our first stop was just
ground  the corner from Berkshire
Botanical Garden, (ail hed flown in
froom Chicepo that very morming, vet she
graciously weloomed us. Along the
country toad in from of the house is &
gracefil fower border, a pickel fence
wois off the formal herb garden in the
fromi vard Arownd one side, past lus-
ciols roses 1o the shady back gardens.
we found naturalizsic plantings, leading
10 and surrounding & pond with water-
fall Guil told us that she has gardensd
for only thres years. Looks like she has
the hang of it. Her dream s to develop
& maze down in the wildflower meadow
along the house, Tell us when it’s ready,
Gail! We'll come back

Georgeanne Rowsseau descnbes
her garden as 8 “design for & difficul:
site.” Her beawtiful home is nestled infc
ledge, and rock perdens are just rght
for the sile There pre meny wousisl
planis here, charmingly creeping
through erevices md cascading Over
walls Georpeanne uses contminers very
wedl: 1hey enhance her patio area. We-all
envy her huge workshoprportting shed:
playroom. Georgeanne would love to
learn more sbout heathers. Could be s
comver here Thanks for & great toor!

X d
Geargennne Roussoan proets the poesis

relaxing, (Mo heathers, though j A very”
enjoyable visit

Vickie Merton's house 15 g tnumph
of architectural engineenng, her gardens
define optimum  sie desgn. It's all
charmingly nestled in a bowl of rock
Outeroppings on the side of 8 mountain
The almost perpendiculnr sade vard nges
up from the entry dred and is skaflfully
planted with plants thai thove in these
conditions.  Vickie must bring moun-
taineering gear along wath her trowed
when she gardens. Out back, an enor-
muosps low deck brngs us o the path io
the lower wardens—and | do mean
lower. They meander gently along the
side af the mountain, and there's even a

Jane and Jpck Floeparick's lovely
estate grounds fenture # lorg perennial
border, leading to o secluded arbof
where we gll feh nclined 1o “set &
spell,” A few steps down was a shallow
ol with fountain, and stTight put was
o very besutiful vista of meadows and
hills. We all agreed thut these grounds
were perfect for eatertelmng of just

pool with  cascadmg  waterfall tucked
glong the path. Tt's all pretty temific, but
Vickie also emovs what has (o be the
miost spectacular visto in Massachusets
maybe all Wew England Amd she fuas
fecriiers! Thanks for hving us

Craeddert On Sunday we headed into
Mew York to see the Gaeddens” gardens
Ab Ingl, many heathers to see, Judy Wik=
sten brought out the socely s photo dl-
b 4o shosw o5 thes heather garden i ity
infancy  just four vears ago, The many
verieties are thriving, hawve filled out and
sOmEesimes overlap each oiher, creating an
overall effect of & soft undulwtion of calor
and 1exture

Thanks 1o Molly and Judy for making
the srmungements and fendmg 10 the de-
jailg that contributed o a delighiful week-
end meeting new friends, renewing old
tigs and lenming more about heather gir-
dening %

1999
Meeting
Dates
Announced

Winter Meeting

The dale s lan. 31, a8 & sie
bo: be anmounced, when we
will get down to work orga-
nizng & slide program fta
ilhestrate heather gardening
in the northexst, Members
are encouraged to bring
slides of their own or other

regional gardens.

Spring Meeting

Thes will be a pruning wodk
session al The Fells on Lake
Sunapes, NH. In the mam-
ing there will be & meeting
it the gatehouse of the for-
mer Hay Estate, The dais i
April 24, with 3 backup date

of Apri 17,

Summer Heeling

The Brooklyn, CT nursery of
hety Derple is & site come-
rient for the southem seg-
ment of olr membership,
Mark June 13 on your calen-
dars, with & raim date of lune
26

Sammer Ficnae

This.  meeting  withoul
agenda is scheduled for fuly
31 back at The Fels in NH
whien) we plan 1o sdmire the
heathers in full bloom and
identify some cultvars

Anniaal Confersnce

We will be hosting the Horth
HAmerican Heather Socehy at
4 |oind conierence  Sepl.
17-19 in Camden, ME A
rangements and  program
are being  organized - by
Greta Waterman and Mar-
jone Walsh. &



The Last Word
...on mulch

by Lloyd Eighme

Dry  spells In  August or
September could be damaging if 1 did
now use bark muleh two o three
inches thick. | have found that the
course, unscreened bark often sold
here s “mill ron,” thowgh not as
artractive, is best because it wragulnr
shapes and sizes prevent surface
layering that mterferes with water
penetration.

People frequently ask me
why their heather plant died when
they so carefully mulched with lovely,
pure peat moss or bark dust. They do
pot realize that those fine, uniform
particles form & smooth surface lover
that sheds water like g roof. %

Northeast Heather Society

1270 Hallowell-Litchficld Road
West Gardiner, ME (H345




