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Does Camouflage Cloth Really Work? By Jan McIntyre
Having read about the benefits of the Norwegian tank camouflage cloth used
by the Branschofskys of Little Siberia Nursery to shield their heathers from the
brutality of the winter at 1500' in the Green Mountains of Vermont, I decided
to try a similar system for my heathers on Mt. Desert Island in Maine. Being
right on the coast our winters are not as severe, but losses have occurred
which take considerable effort to repair.
The Norwegian camouflage tarpaulin is no longer available from Army/Navy Surplus stores, but hunters often use camouflage cloth to disguise their duck and deer blinds. This kind of camouflage is usually in the
form of parti-colored perforated plastic sheets, with the cut edges of the perforation acting as leaves. This
kind of sheet is very weak compared to the nylon netting used to disguise the Norwegian tanks, but is far
cheaper. I think, however, I found a compromise in camouflage cloth I found on sale at Amazon. The cloth
is perforated to give the features of a leafy surface, but being made of polyester should be far stronger
than plastic.
The photos show the process of covering my heathers.
Heather under the first strip of
camouflage cloth

The garden after complete coverage

Close up of the cloth woven together with
wooden sticks

I chose the Woodland color as it blends in very nicely. The cloth is easy to apply and the edges can be simply woven together with wooden sticks. This job is far less work than collecting and spreading evergreen
boughs and then disposing of them in spring.
My bed is about 600 sq. ft. , so I bought two rolls of the 4.9' x 65.6' size which almost completely covered
the bed. The lightweight cloth is called Sitong Bulk Roll Camo Netting, at $53.65 per roll. Different colors
are available. It is easily cut and I hope to get several seasons use out of it. Then I should be able to answer the question posed by the title.
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Aster ericoides 'Snow Flurry'
Heath aster / syn. Symphyotrichum ericoides 'Snow Flurry'
October 15, full bloom

‘Snow Flurry’ is a low, dense carpeting
groundcover, typically growing to 4” to 6”
tall with a 2’ to 4’ spread and is smothered
with 1/2" single white flowers with gold centers in September and October. A good strong
grower and a totally new look and use for Asters! Leaves are stiff and linear. Those on
the flowering stems are tiny and needlelike
giving the plant the appearance of heather or
of a ground cover juniper.

New shoots from roots,
easily potted up for more plants

3 months growth

Benefits
Lightly fragrant flowers attract butterflies and honey bees
Rhizomatous root system helps stabilize soils
Deer resistant while providing great cover
Perfect groundcover for dry shade
Use in the heather bed for one last eye catching display of flowers.
Use in Rock gardens where it can be sprawl along ledges and over rocks.
Makes an excellent container plant.
In 1998 this cultivar received the Royal Horticultural Society’s Award of Garden Merit.
Aster ericoides ‘Snow Flurry’ was one of seven asters to receive the highest five-star rating in the Chicago
Botanic Garden Aster Evaluation Trial. The top rated asters had “… consistently strong habits, superior
flower production, excellent disease resistance, and full winter hardiness throughout a six-year evaluation
term.”

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Joyce Campbell, Ithaca, NY

Nancy Smith, Wilmington, DE
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President’s Thoughts by Bill Dowley
I wanted to spend some time in this issue of Heather Notes talking about how public gardens came into existence. The
logical starting point for this subject is with Frederick Law Olmsted, the father of Frederick Law Olmsted Junior - the landscape architect for the Fort Tryon Heather Garden in the period between 1917 and 1935. Frederick Law Olmsted is credited with being the first Landscape Architect in America. He greatest influence were the public and private parks being
constructed in England. The period just prior to the Civil War ( i.e. pre-automobiles), cities were becoming congested and
growing rapidly. Olmsted Sr. recognized that unless American cities began to set aside large areas where there were
trails, walkways and horse paths, these types of areas would be off limits to the working people filling up the cities. His
goal become one to lay out large areas where working people could go on Sunday - the one day of the week when they
were not working to enjoy the beauty of grass, trees, streams, lakes and large vistas. Between the period of 1858 and
1895, Olmsted Sr. laid out many parks including Central Park (NYC), Prospect Park (Brooklyn), Ft. Greene (Brooklyn),
South Park (Chicago), Trinity College (Hartford, CT) and Arnold Arboretum (Boston, MA).
Frederick Law Olmsted Junior was given the name Peter upon birth and only changed his name to his fathers name at the
age of 7 to benefit from the goodwill associated with his father’s name. Born is 1870 and graduated from Harvard in 1894,
he spent little time working with his father after becoming a Landscape Architect. In part by using the prestige and power
of his fathers name, company and contacts - he became very successful in his own rights by laying out the National Mall,
Jefferson Memorial and White House grounds in Washington DC.
By May when we trim the heathers at Ft. Tryon, I will try to dig up additional information on the work which Frederick
Law Olmsted Junior did while there.
All the best, Bill Dowley
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Thinking about Bud Bloomers
by Donald Mackay
If ever you wanted an evolutionary dead-end you could hardy find better candidates than the Calluna heathers called bud bloomers. Four kinds of distorted flower structures found on calluna result in failure of
sexual reproduction, often by loss of the stamens and their pollen-carrying capacity, leading to bud bloomers, or by conversion to other floral parts such as petals which result in double-flowered plants, again with
loss of sexual function.
Some double-flowered heathers like Calluna vulgaris ‘Tib’ can carry the occasional fertilizable single
flower, but bud bloomers not only have no pollen-bearing stamens, the closed petals prevent entry of pollen-bearing insects and the escape of pollen and seeds even if they could form. Truly an evolutionary dead
end.
Genetic accidents can occur – one suggestion was yeast contamination of nectar resulting in carcinogen
presence in the flower leading to mutations and hence production of monstrosities like bud bloomers – but
likely or not they do occur and bud bloomers can start off as seedlings with no prospect of transferring
their genes to future generations. However, like other plant material, these genetically impaired plants
can be the source of reversions or sports which can continue the genetic aberration beyond the life of the
parent.
According to Gardening with Hardy Heathers (2008. Small & Wulff), the first bud bloomer was found in
1903. Other discoveries followed, notably in Calluna vulgaris ‘David Eason’, found in Dorset Heath in 1935,
and ‘Underwoodii’ found in 1936 in Surrey.
Both were originally noted for their extended flowering season and were classified as not particularly exciting late bloomers. However, bud bloomers took off as a class towards the end of last century, and as a result of hybridizing efforts in Germany have emerged as a class of heathers suitable for growth in pots and
display in homes and garden boxes for the duration of the holiday season. Like some of the winterblooming darleyensis cultivars, these new calluna additions to the winter holiday season will live out their
lives in pots and never see the soil of a garden.
Gardeners were slow to realize the value of these bud bloomers as additions or extensions of the garden.
The first edition of Handy Guide to Heathers (1992) listed only 13 cultivars as bud bloomers or bud flowerers as some called them. By the time of the much enlarged 3rd edition (2001) 25 cultivars were labeled as
either bud bloomers or very late bloomers or even non-bloomers . Of these 22 were specifically described
as belonging to f. diplocalyx, one (Calluna vulgaris ‘Adrien’) as f. polysepala, and one (‘Visser’s Fancy’) as
f. clistanthes. Two plants, ‘Baby Ben’ and ‘Velvet Dome’, are said never to bloom leaving their classification uncertain. ‘Jan’ and ‘Johnson’s Variety’ both bloom early in the following year, and are probably bud
bloomers. ‘St. Nick is also a very late bloomer, and being multibracteate, has a similarity to ‘Harry’s
Grace’.
As to origin, 10 are described as sports from heathers. Calluna vulgaris ‘Amethyst’ was a seedling from
Kurt Kramer’s breeding program. ‘David Eason’ was found as a seedling in Dorset, and maybe
‘Underwoodii’ was a seedling, too. ‘Marleen’ was found as a seedling on a Dutch heath, and was the source
of seven bud bloomers, including ‘Redbud’ and ‘Roswitha’. Only two plants, ‘Fred Kircher’ and ‘Alicia’ I
found to be recorded as deliberate crosses in that 2001 publication.
David Wilson, in British Columbia, is today making deliberate crosses with yellow-foliaged heathers using
Calluna vulgaris ‘Christina’ as a pollen parent to produce the yellow-foliaged ‘Galaxy’. It seems ‘Athene’,
DON’T BE PRUNED! WE WOULD MISS YOU!
Check the expiration date on the address page of this newsletter. Send your renewal to:
Treasurer Peter Matwey
7 Heights Court
Binghamton, NY 13905
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‘Theresa’, ‘Tessa’ and ‘Zeta’ (none listed in The Handy Guide) also result from these efforts.
Another sign of growth of this category can be inferred from the 2008 book Gardening with Hardy Heathers
and Karla Lortz’s catalog of heathers available from the Heaths & Heathers Nursery. The book lists 22
plants (admittedly only as a small sample of those available), while the catalog lists 55, with another 12
cultivars as potential entries. The total today is very hard to establish with Kurt Kramer and other European breeders producing dozens of patented plants listed under Garden Girls and other fancy names.
The 1992, 1st edition of the Handy Guide listed about 14 bud bloomers, if one included a few very late or
non-blooming cultivars. The Heather Society, in Heathers 9, 2012, lists 100 recommended heathers, only 24
of which are callunas. Of these there is only one bud bloomer, viz. Calluna vulgaris ‘Athena’, listed as
similar to but redder than ‘Alexandra’ and ‘Aphrodite’. But it’s nice to know that at least one bud bloomer
made the list.
The Heather Society’s current list of calluna heathers includes Kramer’s Garden Girls. All told 139 were
listed as bud bloomers, including some non-bloomers.
It’s hard to imagine how they are done by hybridizing, but it must be by microscopy techniques as specialized as gene splitting. It’s amazing work but somehow I’m more at ease leaving it to nature to do the work.
Jürgen Schröder wrote a very interesting article in Heathers 2 (2005, 17-18). He estimated at that time
that there were more than 80 named bud bloomers, with an equal number on trial in Hannover. He said 80
million callunas were propagated in Germany alone, 65 million of which were bud bloomers. Heather gardeners buy only 5% of these, the majority adorning balconies and flower boxes, and 25% going for winter
decoration of family graves.
Winter hardiness is not a concern. To the contrary, the breeders hope to replace all the old bud bloomers,
the vast majority of which anyway end up in the garbage. But surely not in Scotland or in heather gardens
on this continent.
We should make better gardening use of them, especially in our maintained gardens for the public. We
need to create an extended season for viewing. Maybe not in the far northern garden of The Fells, but in
gardens at Fort Tryon and Lasdon Park where late public traffic will always be expected Especially where
the local climate suggests Erica x darleyensis will be imperiled by winter weather, bud bloomers should be
substituted for E. x darleyensis cultivars.
Should we be buying only natural heathers with no history of pesticides or hormones, i.e., purely organic
ones? Thankfully, unlike grouse, rabbits and sheep, we are not normally heather eaters. If we were, we
would perhaps be contributing to our own evolutionary dead end.

Bud Bloomers decorated for Christmas.

‘Roswitha’ on the left; ‘Bonita’ on the right
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Mother Nature Did It
By Mary Matwey with excerpts from “Doing Nothing” By Donald Mackay
The effect on plants of the very unusual winter and spring weather of 2017 that Mother nature laid on the
East Coast was expounded by Donald Mackay in an article omitted in the last Heather Notes because of the
lack of space. Discussing the lack of snow and the balmy temperatures of last winter’s ski season isn’t
timely information right now. However his observations of the effects of this unusual weather including copious amounts of rain on plants is something all New Englanders can empathize with. The timing of collision of cold and warm periods can produce unexpected results. In regards to heather, Donald relates how
David Wilson in British Columbia, some years ago, experienced a sudden cold wind that killed all his callunas but left the ericas alone. The timing of temperature changes has a great effect on the hardening and
dehardening effect that perennials need to survive. This year he observed that the callunas in most gardens he visited showed more frost-bitten foliage than usual but recovered well and yet had few signs of
flowers. Here in Binghamton, my heathers were covered with Remay® and pine needles. Other local gardens in the Binghamton area used leaves with wind breaks of netting or burlap with leaves. These precautions helped to shield the heather from the extreme temperature swings and as a result we experienced
little damage to the foliage from frost or sun and wind burn.
Donald reports the record amounts of rain in the month of May for the East Coast benefitted most Ericaeae
plants. Cranberry vines ran rampant; Wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens) and Mayflower (Epigea repens) grew well as did the blueberries which produced masses of flowers. Mountain Laurel in the south did
spectacularly well this year. In Vermont, Sheep Laurel, Kalmia angustifolia, mostly despised in New England for its stock-poisoning capability and normally without any redeeming floral attributes, suddenly for
the first time ever changed from a plant where you have to search for a few hidden flowers to one bearing
tall inflorescences?
Donald concludes that only the unusual weather had anything to do with this remarkable Kalmia flowering.
Nothing he did, no digging, fertilizing, or watering. Mother Nature did it.
Locally, south central NY, plants had varied reactions to the cool, hot, wet weather:
By mid-September all my potted annuals had been cut back 2 or 3 times only to regrow and flower
profusely after each trimming.
The cool, moist conditions of summer caused the stems of some Calluna to turn brown but the
spreading fungus was kept under control by spraying with Green Cure, a fungicide developed at Cornell Univ.
The grape harvest and subsequently the availability of juice for wine making was delayed 2 weeks due
to the cool, wet weather.
Clematis x hybrid ‘Crimson Star’ which has not
been seen for 8 years in my garden produced a
5 foot vine that ended in one beautiful flower.

A newly prepared mushroom patch of Stropheria, the ”Giant Mushroom”, that I watered
only when it didn’t rain, produced an enormous harvest in September.

There’s a saying in New England; If you don’t like the weather, wait a minute and it will change.
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Pictures taken by Brick Moltz, Education Director, The Fells, Newbury NH
Email from Brick Moltz to Mary Matwey ( one of the NEHS team that trimmed The Fells Heathers)
I’m attaching some pictures of the heather beds here at The Fells, which are now in bloom. One of our best
years ever! I’m sure that the work you, Pete, Donald, and Elaine did here accounts for much of the success
of our heather plants this summer. Thank you for your continued commitment to this wonderful branch of
horticulture and for your generous assistance here at The
Fells. We are very grateful!
The heather bed on the knoll

The rock garden

Two photos (above and below) of an area where heather has
naturalized among some old blueberry bushes.”

Looking toward the main house
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HEATHER NOTES, all rights reserved, is published quarterly by the Northeast Heather Society (NEHS), a tax-exempt organization and a chapter
of the North American Heather Society (NAHS).
The purpose of the Northeast Heather Society is to foster interest in growing heathers (Calluna, Erica, Daboecia, Cassiope, Phyllodoce and
Andromeda) in northeastern North America, by serving as a conduit of educational information for both the experienced and the novice gardener.
MEMBERSHIP in the Northeast Heather Society is open to anyone who pays dues to this chapter. Membership benefits include: a subscription to
this quarterly newsletter, participation in chapter meetings and elections, borrowing privileges for slide/power point presentations, and, most
valuable of all, contact with fellow heather gardeners who mostly live in or near your growing zone, all willing to share helpful advice and their
experiences. A family membership permits more than one family member to vote and participate in all NEHS activities for an additional $5 per
year fee above the annual dues. The family membership includes all household members residing at the same address and each member has one
vote. Each household will receive only one copy of Heather Notes.
Dues for an Individual: $15 a year; $28 for a two year membership; $40 for a three year membership
Dues for a Family

$20 a year; $33 for a two year membership; $45 for a three year membership
Remit payment to: Peter Matwey, Treasurer, 7 Heights Court, Binghamton, NY 13905
For digital presentations, contact Bill Dowley, Milton, DE. Tel. (603) 903-3017; wdowley@ne.rr.com
WEB INFORMATION: North American Heather Society website: www.northamericanheathersoc.org
NORTHEAST HEATHER SOCIETY website: www.northeastheathersociety.org
ADVERTISING: Quarter page ad: $35 per issue; $25 per issue if advertising in two or more consecutive issues.
Contact: Pat Hoffman (856) 467-4711; njgardener15@hotmail.com
BE A CONTRIBUTOR TO HEATHER NOTES:
Do you have a suggestion, a question, a story, an anecdote, a poem, or a photo to share? Contact the Content editor:
Mary Matwey, 7 Heights Court, Binghamton, NY 13905 (607) 723 1418
mmatwey@stny.rr.com
All material may be edited for clarity and length.
DEADLINES FOR EACH ISSUE:
March 20—June 20—September 20—December 20
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